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Sunday May 5th, 2024 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

OUR MISSION: God calls us to live and share the amazing love 

and grace of Jesus Christ with all people. 

Welcome to Christ Lutheran Church. Christ Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ 

congregation that welcomes all. May God bless us in Word and Sacrament, music and 

community in our worship today. The service is complete in this bulletin. The spoken 

responses are bolded text. During your time at church today we recommend that you 

please wear a mask and practice social distancing, even if you have been vaccinated.  

Hand sanitizer and masks are available for all who wish to use them.  

We acknowledge that our building of worship is built upon the territory of xučyun (Huichin), the unceded land 

stewarded by the Ohlone people who speak to their Creator and loved ones in the language of Chochenyo.  

Introduction 

This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares with us is the image of friendship. We 
are called to serve others as Jesus came to serve; but for John’s gospel, the image of 
servanthood is too hierarchical, too distant, to capture the essence of life with Christ. 
Friendship captures the love, the joy, the deep mutuality of the relationship into which Christ 
invites us. The Greeks believed that true friends are willing to die for each other. This is the 
mutual love of Christian community commanded by Christ and enabled by the Spirit.  

Gathering 

Prelude 

Welcome 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 

 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the wellspring of grace, 
our Easter and our joy. 
Amen. 
Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
Immersed in the promises of baptism, 
let us give thanks for what God has done for 
us. 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the 
beginning 
your voice thundered over the deep 
and water became the essence of life. 
Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. 
The ark carried your creation through the 
flood into a new day. 
Miriam led the dancing as your people 
passed through the sea 
into freedom’s land. 
In a desert pool the Ethiopian official 

entered your boundless baptismal life. 
Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
At the river your beloved Son was baptized 
by John 
and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By the baptism of Jesus’ death and 
resurrection 
you opened the floodgates of your 
reconciling love, 
freeing us to live as Easter people. 
We rejoice with glad hearts, 
giving all honor and praise to you, 
through the risen Christ, our source of living 
water, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 



 

780  Ashbury Ave , El Cerrito CA 94530 Page 2 510.524.1050 christlutheranelcerrito.org 

 Call to Worship — Handbells            “Finlandia” - Jean Sibelius 

Gathering Hymn — Let my Prayer Rise Up    elw 232 

Greeting — prayer of the day 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. And also with you.  

 Let my prayer rise up like incense before you, 

 the lifting up of my hands as an offering to you. 

 

 O God, I call to you, come to me now; 

 oh, hear my voice when I cry to you.  Refrain 

 

 Keep watch within me, God; 

 deep in my heart may the light of your love be burning bright.  Refrain 

 

 All praise to the God of all--Creator of life; 

 all praise be to Christ and the Spirit of love.  Refrain 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour into our 
hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your promises, which 
exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 

Word 

First Reading—Acts 10:44-48 

 
44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45The 
circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit 
had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking in tongues and 
extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people 
who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So he ordered them to be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days.  
 
“Word of God, Word of Life.”  Thanks be to God. 
 
 



 

780  Ashbury Ave , El Cerrito CA 94530 Page 3 510.524.1050 christlutheranelcerrito.org 

 

 
Psalm 98 
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 Second Reading— 1 John 5:1-6 

 
1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves 
the parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love 
God and obey his commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that we obey his 
commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, 4for whatever is born of God 
conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. 5Who is it that 
conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?  
6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with 
the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth.  
 
“Word of God, Word of Life.”  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel–John 15:9-17 

The Gospel According to John Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If you keep 
my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments 
and abide in his love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that 
your joy may be complete. 
 12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No one has 
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do 
what I command you. 15I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not 
know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to 
you everything that I have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you. 
And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you 
whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these commands so that you may love 
one another.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord… Praise to you, O Christ. 

  

Sermon—Pr. Doug Merritt 

Hymn of the Day— ELW 732: Borning Cry 
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The Apostles’ Creed  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 

Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  he is 

seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, the 
world, and all those in need of good news. 

Your Holy Spirit falls upon all who hear the word. Fill your church with the gifts of your Spirit 
and give understanding hearts to those who strengthen our commitments with our ecumenical 
and interreligious partners. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
You speak and the face of the earth is renewed. Revive your creation, that habitats and every 
kind of living thing might flourish. Protect endangered species and help us to care for all your 
creatures. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
Your world is divided and the nations rage. Grant wisdom and vision to world leaders, that they 
may seek justice, peace, and the good of all. Strengthen international partnerships and 
cooperation. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
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 Your children are in need. Comfort all those who suffer, especially those afflicted by anxiety, 

depression, and mental illness. Help us to be conduits of your love in our care for one another. 

We pray especially for Karen, Julie, Sandy, Fred, Scott and Carol, Marty, George G., Maryann 

H., Michael H, Evie D., Pastor Sara, Elsa-Jennie and the family and friends of Roberta B., the 

family and friends of Shirley Cosgrove, and the family and friends of Ted E.  

  

 God of grace, hear our prayer. 
Your work is done in this place with our hands. Bless the ministries of this congregation 
(ministries may be named), that we may embody your love for the world. Inspire those who 
plan and lead worship, council members, committee members, and volunteers. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
What else do the people of God pray for? 

Your blessed saints now rest in you. Give us thankful hearts for those who have gone before us 
(especially). At the last, bring us all together around your heavenly banquet table. God of 
grace, hear our prayer. 
 
Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. Amen. 
 
Passing of the Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.  

 

Meal 

Those worshipping online who wish to join in communion are invited to prepare elements at this time. 

For those in person—The white juice in the center rim is non-alcoholic, the red on the outside is wine. 

Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

 

Offering               —               Handbell ensemble All Things Bright and Beautiful 

 

Offertory Prayer 

Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer here be signs 
of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, 
our true vine. Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…We praise your name and join in their unending hymn: 
 



 

780  Ashbury Ave , El Cerrito CA 94530 Page 8 510.524.1050 christlutheranelcerrito.org 

 

Sanctus 

Eucharistic Prayer 

With this bread and cup… as we proclaim the mystery of faith:  
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.   
O God of resurrection… Grace our table with your presence. Come, Holy Spirit.   
Reveal yourself to us… burning with justice, peace, and love. Come, Holy Spirit.   
With your holy ones… blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen.   
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  your kingdom come,  your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 

those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and  deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen.  
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 Invitation to Communion 

The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. Come and eat at God’s table. 
 
Communion Hymn—  
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 Prayer after Communion 

Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your love. 
Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the abundant 
mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend. Amen. 
 

Sending 

Announcements 

Community Announcements 

Blessing 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! The God of resurrection power, the 
Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter hope ☩ bless you now and always. Amen. 
 
Sending Hymn—  

Lord the light of your love is shining. 

In the midst of the darkness shining. 

Jesus light of the world, shine upon us. 

Set us free by the truth you now bring us. 

Shine on me. Shine on me. 

 

REFRAIN: Shine Jesus shine, 

Fill this land with the Fathers Glory 

Blaze Spirit blaze, set our hearts on fire. 

Flow river flow 

Flood the nation with grace and mercy. 

Send forth your word. 

Lord and let there be light. 

 

Lord I come to your awesome presence 

From the shadows into your radiance, 

By your blood I may enter your brightness, 

Search me, try me, consume all my darkness. 

Shine on me. Shine on me. REFRAIN 

 

As we gaze on Your Kingly brightness 

So our faces display your likeness, 

Ever changing from Glory to Glory, 

Nearer here may our lives tell Your story. 

Shine on me. Shine on me REFRAIN 
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Worship from Home! 

Join us and invite friends and neighbors to our Sunday worship service! 

Facebook Livestream: Every Sunday morning there will be a video livestream of worship 

available on our church Facebook page.    

Online Bulletins: Bulletins for  each worship service are available online every week. To 

download a copy, go to the church website and visit our Bulletins page. 

And Don’t Forget Your Offering: Thank you for  your  continued financial suppor t of Chr ist 

Lutheran. It is very much appreciated. Options for giving include bringing offerings in person, mailing 

checks, or giving electronically with Tithely. For the latter, simply click the “Giving” tab on the 

church website. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Amy Tieku at 510-290-2125 

 

 

 

Announcements 

May 18th— Church Garage Sale– volunteers 

needed 7am-3pm 

Choir Rehearsal— All are welcome! 9-9:30am 

May 12th, May 19th. 

May 19th— Pentecost 

June 7th-9th— Synod Assembly. Registration 

open! 

 

 

Happening This Week at CLC 

Sunday 

10:00AM CLC Worship 

12:00PM Good Table Worship 

Monday 

9:00-3:00 Senior Center  

6:00-9:00 PM Irma's De Chico 

Tuesday 

7:00 PM Lady AA Meeting 

Thursday 

7:00 PM Hand bell Ensemble Practice 

Saturday 

9:00 AM-12:00 PM—Church Clean Up 

6:00 PM Millenium AA Meeting  
Participating in Worship Today 

The Ministers: The Congregation  

Presiding/Preaching: Pr . Dee Emmer t 

Minister of Music: Daniel Alley  

Guitarists: George Fosselius & Randy Mayer  

Lector:  Dee A. 

Coffee Hour:   

Usher:  

Communion Set-up/Clean-up: Car la L. 

Worship Assistant:  

Flowers: Flower  Ministry 

Please Remember To Pray For: 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  
Hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709536 

Julie D.  

Mike and Liz S.  

Chad B. 

TJ Baar 

The Vale 

Community 

Robin & Wendy 

Sandy Z. 

Carolina S. 

Orlando G. 

 Karen H. 

 Laurie P. 

Fred 

Marty S. 

Molly B. 

Scott & Carol F. 

Mark M. 

George G. 

Philip Y. 

Maryann H. 

Michael H. 

Heidi 

Jan 

Roz 

Pat 

Duwayne 

Joan 

Pastor Doris Ng 

Evie D.  

Dee  

Anna 

Elsa-Jennie B. 

Friends and 

family of Roberta 

B. 

Friends and 

family of Shirley 

C. 

Friends and 

family of Ted E. 

https://www.facebook.com/clcec.org/
https://christlutheranelcerrito.org/bulletins/

