CHRIST SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 15TH, 2024

17TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

OUR MISSION: God calls us to live and share the amazing love and grace of
Jesus Christ with all people.

Welcome to Christ Lutheran Church. Christ Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in

LUTH ER AN Christ congregation that welcomes all. May God bless us in Word and Sacrament,
music and community in our worship today. The service is complete in this

CHURCH bulletin. The spoken responses are bolded text.

We acknowledge that our building of worship is built upon the territory of xucyun
(Huichin), the unceded land stewarded by the Ohlone people who speak to their
Creator and loved ones in the language of Chochenyo.

INTRODUCTION

Three weeks ago we heard Peter’s confession of faith as told in John’s gospel. This week we
hear Mark’s version, when Peter says, “You are the Messiah.” In John, the stumbling block is
Jesus’ invitation to eat his flesh, given for the life of the world. In Mark too the scandal has to
do with Jesus’ words about his own coming death, and here Peter himself stumbles over Jesus’
words. But Jesus is anointed (the meaning of messiah) in Mark only on the way to the cross
(14:3); so we are anointed in baptism with the sign of the cross.

GATHERING
WELCOME
PRELUDE
CONFESSION
Blessed be the holy Trinity, & one God, The cravings at war within us

cause conflicts and disputes.
In our desire to be first
we make distinctions among ourselves.

who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.
Let us confess our sin and come to God for ngplflce :het needs of the poor and the
healing. suffering last.

In your great mercy, forgive us our sins.
Draw near to us with grace in time of need,

Gracious God, and turn us to follow in the way of Jesus

have mercy on us. Christ
. )
We cpnfess that we have honored you with our Savior and Lord.
our lips, Amen
but have harmed our neighbors with our )
tongues.

PROCLAMATION OF FORGIVENESS
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GATHERING HYMN — ELW 343: My Song is Love Unknown
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for  my sak: my Lord should take frail flesh and die?
friend in - deed, whoe at my need his life did spend!
all  owr breath, and for  his death we thirst and Cry.
suf - f'ring goes that he  his foes from thence might  free.
5 TIn life no house, no home 6 Here might [ stay and sing—

my Lord on earth might have;

in death no friendly tomhb
but what a stranger gave.

What may I say? Heav'n was his home
but mine the tomh wherein he lay.

GREETING

no story so divine!

Never was love, dear King,

never was grief like thine.

This i my friend, in whose sweet prajse
1 all my days could gladly spend!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be

with you all. And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
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WORD
FIRST READING— ISAIAH 50:4-9A

Almighty God has given me a skilled and well-trained tongue, so that I can sustain the weary
with a timely word. God awakens me morning after morning—wakens my ear, to listen like a
student. God opened my ears and I have obeyed, I did not turn away. I offered my back to
those beating me, offered my cheeks to those who would humiliate me.

I did not hide my face from insults or spitting. Because God helps me, insults cannot wound
me, for [ have set my face like flint, because I know I will not be put to shame. My vindicator
is at my side. Who would dare accuse me? Let us confront each other! Who are my
adversaries? Let them accuse me! It is Almighty God who helps me. Who will judge me
guilty?

“Word of God, Word of Life.” Thanks be to God.
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walk with the Lord in His vic - tory, [ will no more de - spair in the dark He has
h |  —— ' ] 1
)” A I | Il I | | I | | \ | A\ | | I | |
EEESEE RS E S SN ===
e o @ — 1
heard my cry, He he'ls saved my life— [ will en - t'er H%s cogrst with praise. W8 = T = 5 T i
calmed my fears with His love so near— I am safe in His faith - ful arms.
9 I T | f I f [ M- I y,/m—  —  — [
i ID ‘I ‘l —ﬁ | | ’} AN | A | |
o == S = Ssss= ==
ris - en Lord! Al-le - lu - ia, death will reign no more! [ will lift up the cup of sal-
f |
)7 A A | A I | | | N
b | N | N | | | | y ]
(- } T E o—o - s
Y [ J & [ 4

-va - tion, I will call on the name of the Lord.
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SECOND READING— JAMES 3:1-12

Only a few of you, my siblings, should be teachers. You should realize that those of us who are
teachers will be called to a stricter account. After all, each of us falls from time to time.
However, those who never say anything wrong are truly close to perfection, because they can
then control every part of themselves. Once we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them
obey us, we control the rest of their bodies. The same with ships—no matter how large they
are, and even if they are driven by fierce winds, they are directed by a very small rudder to
wherever the captain wants to go.

The tongue is like that. It’s a small part of the body, yet it makes great boasts. See how tiny the
spark is that sets a huge forest ablaze! The tongue is such a flame. Among all the parts of the
body, the tongue is a whole wicked world in itself. It infects the entire body. Its flames encircle
our course from birth, and its fire is kindled by hell.

All kinds of animals—birds, reptiles and creatures of the sea—can be tamed by us, but no one
can tame the tongue. It’s a restless evil, full of deadly poison. We use it to say, “Praised be our
God and Creator”; then we use it to curse each other—we who are created in the image of
God. Blessing and curse come out of the same mouth. This shouldn’t be, dear family! Does a
spring emit both pure water and brackish water? My siblings, can a fig tree produce olives, or
can a grapevine produce figs? No—and neither can a fountain produce both salt water and
fresh water.

“Word of God, Word of Life.” Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Repeat alleluia
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Christ suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for | the unrighteous,* in order to bring ' you
to God.
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GOSPEL— MARK 8:27-38
The Gospel according to... Glory to you, O Lord.

Then he and the disciples set out for the villages around Caesarea Philippi. On the way, Jesus
asked the disciples this question: “Who do people say that I am?” They replied, “Some say
John the Baptizer; others, Elijah; still others, one of the prophets.” “And you,” he went on to
ask, “who do you say that I am?”” Peter answered, “You are the Messiah!” But Jesus gave
them strict orders not to tell anyone about him.

Then Jesus began to teach them that the Promised One had to suffer much, be rejected by the
elders, chief priests, and religious scholars, be put to death, and rise again three days later.
Jesus said these things quite openly. Peter then took him aside and began to take issue with
him. At this, Jesus turned around and, eyeing the disciples, reprimanded Peter: “Get out of my
sight, you Satan! You are judging by human standards rather than by God’s!”

Jesus summoned the crowd and the disciples and said, “If you wish to come after me, you
must deny your very self, take up your cross and follow in my footsteps. If you would save
your life, you’ll lose it, but if you lose your life for my sake, you’ll save it. What would you
gain if you were to win the whole world but lose your self in the process? What can you offer
in exchange for your soul? Whoever in this faithless and corrupt generation is ashamed of me
and my words will find, in turn, that the Promised One and the holy angels will be ashamed of
that person, when all stand before our God in glory.”

This is the Good news. Praise to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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SERMON— PR RON

HYMN OF THE DAY—

ACS 927: Christ is the Life
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fire we tread up - on the thresh - old of new life.
ev - er - more shall bless the Source, the liv - ing Christ.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Drawn together in the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray with confidence for the church, God’s
good creation, and all who are in need.

We pray for the church throughout the world. Form us into communities of forgiveness and
grace. Help us to notice where you are calling us into new relationships, and give us courage to
embrace the uncomfortable and unfamiliar. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We pray for the earth and all its inhabitants. Protect lands at risk of wildfire and heal dying
forests. Where fire brings destruction, raise up new growth. Guide us in tending precarious
ecosystems. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We pray for those who govern nations, tribes, and cities. Open them to the cries of people in
need. Direct them in shaping policies that prioritize the health and well-being of all who
struggle with hunger and housing insecurity. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We pray for all who are ill, all who are lonely or anxious, and all who grieve especially Karen,
Julie, Sandy, Fred, George G., Maryann H., Evie D., Lysle and Ken, and Diane. Draw them
close to you and soothe them with the promise of your enduring love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for teachers, professors, librarians, school administrators, staff, and all who support
the education of young people. Sustain them as they shape learning communities, rooted in
equity and authenticity. We pray for children of all ages in their learning. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

What else do the people of God pray for?

We remember our beloved dead, who with the great cloud of witnesses bear witness to your
saving grace. Accompany us in our pilgrimage of faith, that we too place our hope and trust in
you. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We entrust these and all our prayers to you, holy God, in the name of your beloved child, Jesus
Christ, our Savior. Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

MEAL

The white juice in the center rim is non-alcoholic, the red on the outside is wine.
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.

OFFERING

For nearly two thousand years, churches across the globe have collected a weekly offering for God’s work in
the world. In addition to paying our staff and utilities, these monies also go toward feeding the hungry,
sheltering the homeless, caring for the ill, and natural disaster work, in partnership with Lutherans around the
world.
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OFFERTORY MusIC— ELW 531: The Feast is Ready to Begin

The trumpets sound, the angels sing Tables are laden with good things

The feast is ready to begin O taste the peace and joy he brings

The gates of heaven are open wide He’ll fill you up with love divine

And Jesus welcomes you inside He’ll turn your water into wine
REFRAIN

REFRAIN

Sing with thankfulness songs of pure delight The hungry heart he satisfies
Come and revel in heaven’s love and light Offers the poor his paradise

Take your place at the table of the King Now hear all heaven and earth applaud
The feast is ready to begin The amazing goodness of the Lord
The feast is ready to begin REFRAIN

OFFERTORY PRAYER

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

SANCTUS
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1U8G9vaVfC3mtfyGYWlek4bWYZQTgqDRN-Nz1GgwOSDw/edit

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER AND WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Jesus welcomes you to this table, Come, here is your God.

AGNUS DEI
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way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
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COMMUNION HYMN— LBW 454: If God Himself be for Me
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for when I pray, be - fore me my foes, con- found-ed, fly.

a - lone are my sal - va - tion, the true, e - ter - nal good.

were he not my de - fend - er be - fore God’s awe-some throne,
and full of mirth and sing - ing, it  wipes a - way all tears.
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With-out him all that pleas - es will vain and emp - ty prove.
I nev - er should find fa - vor and mer - cy in  his sight,
The sun that cheers my spir - it 1is Je - sus Christ, my king;
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what foe or what di - sas - ter can drive me from his love?
The gifts 1 have from Je - sus a - lone are worth my Ilove.
but be  de-stroyed for - ev - er as dark-ness by the light.
the heav’n I shall in - her - it makes me  re- joice and sing.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
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SENDING

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

God all mighty, God most merciful * bless you, keep you, and give you peace. Amen.

SENDING HYMN— ELW 798: Will You Come and Follow Me / The Summons

1

"Will you come and follow me

if I but call your name?

Will you go where you don't know
and never be the same?

Will you let my love be shown,
will you let my name be known,
will you let my life be grown

in you and you in me?

"Will you leave yourself behind
if I but call your name?

Will you care for cruel and kind
and never be the same?

Will you risk the hostile stare,
should your life attract or scare?
Will you let me answer pray'r
in you and you in me?

"Will you let the blinded see
if I but call your name?
Will you set the pris'ners free
and never be the same?

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Follow Jesus. Thanks be to God.
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Will you kiss the leper clean,
and do such as this unseen,
and admit to what I mean

in you and you in me?

"Will you love the you you hide

if I but call your name?

Will you quell the fear inside

and never be the same?

Will you use the faith you've found

to reshape the world around,

through my sight and touch and sound
in you and you in me?"

Lord, your summons echoes true
when you but call my name.

Let me turn and follow you

and never be the same.

In your company I'll go

where your love and footsteps show.
Thus I'll move and live and grow

in you and you in me.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Choir Rehearsals
Sunday, September 22 at 9 AM

Handbell Rehearsals—Thursdays 7pm

PARTICIPATING IN WORSHIP TODAY

The Ministers: The Congregation
Presiding/Preaching: Pastor Ron Valadez
Minister of Music: Daniel Alley

Guitarists: George Fosselius & Randy Mayer
Lector: Amy T.

Coffee Hour:

Usher:

Communion Set-up/Clean-up:

Worship Assistant:

Flowers:

PASTOR RON’S OFF WEEKS:
September 16th-29th
October 21st-27th

HAPPENING THIS WEEK AT CLC

Sunday

10:00AM CLC Worship
12:00PM Good Table Worship

Monday

9:00-3:00 Senior Center
6:00-9:00 PM Irma's De Chico

Tuesday

7:00 PM Lady AA Meeting

Thursday

7:00 PM— Handbell Rehearsal

Saturday

6:00 PM Millenium AA Meeting

PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR

Julie D.
Mike and Liz S.
Chad B.
TJ Baar

The Vale
Community

Robin & Wendy
Sandy Z.
Carolina S.
Orlando G.
Karen H.
Laurie P.

Fred

Molly B.
Mark M.
George G.
Philip Y.
Maryann H.
Heidi

Jan

Roz

Pat
Duwayne
Joan

Pastor Doris Ng
Evie D.

Dee

Anna
Brook
Jerome S.
Barbara LM
Robin

Will K.

George & Cindy
F.

Ken R.& Lysle P.

Thelma & Mike
G.

Diane L.

DON’T FORGET YOUR OFFERING

Thank you for your continued financial support of Christ Lutheran. It is very much appreciated.
Options for giving include bringing offerings in person, mailing checks, or giving electronically with
Tithely. For the latter, simply click the “Giving” tab on the church website. If you have any
questions, please feel free to contact Amy Tieku at 510-290-2125

WORSHIP FROM HOME!

Join us and invite friends and neighbors to our Sunday worship service!

Facebook Livestream: Every Sunday morning there will be a video livestream of worship

available on our church Facebook.

Online Bulletins: Bulletins for each worship service are available online every week. To
download a copy, go to the church website and visit our Bulletins page.
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https://www.facebook.com/clcec.org/
https://christlutheranelcerrito.org/bulletins/

