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Sunday September 22nd, 2024 

18th Sunday after Pentecost  

 

OUR MISSION: God calls us to live and share the amazing love and grace of 

Jesus Christ with all people. 

Welcome to Christ Lutheran Church. Christ Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in 

Christ congregation that welcomes all. May God bless us in Word and Sacrament, 

music and community in our worship today. The service is complete in this 

bulletin. The spoken responses are bolded text.  

We acknowledge that our building of worship is built upon the territory of xučyun 

(Huichin), the unceded land stewarded by the Ohlone people who speak to their 

Creator and loved ones in the language of Chochenyo.  

Introduction 

Today we hear James warn against selfish ambition, while the disciples quarrel over which one 
of them is the greatest. Jesus tells them the way to be great is to serve. Then, to make it 
concrete, he puts in front of them a flesh-and-blood child. We are called to welcome the 
children God puts in front of us, to make room for them in daily interaction, and to give them a 
place of honor in the assembly.  

 

Gathering 

Welcome 

Prelude 

Confession 

Proclamation of Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩  one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin and come to God for 
healing. 
 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. 
We confess that we have honored you with 
our lips, 
but have harmed our neighbors with our 
tongues. 

The cravings at war within us 
cause conflicts and disputes. 
In our desire to be first 
we make distinctions among ourselves. 
We place the needs of the poor and the 
suffering last. 
In your great mercy, forgive us our sins. 
Draw near to us with grace in time of need, 
and turn us to follow in the way of Jesus 
Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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 Gathering Hymn — ELW 652: Built On a Rock  

 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. And also with you.  
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 Prayer of the Day 

Word  

First Reading— Jeremiah 11:18-20 

Then the Almighty warned me, and I knew. God opened my eyes to their deeds. I had been like 

a gentle lamb led to the slaughter. I did not realize they plotted against me, saying, “Let us 

destroy the tree and its fruit. Let us cut him off from the land of the living, that his name be 

remembered no more.” But you, Omnipotent One, who judge justly and test the heart and 

mind, let me witness your vengeance upon them, for my cause is committed to you. 

 

“Word of God, Word of Life.”  Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 54 

 

Second Reading—  James 3:13—4:3, 7-8a 

If there are any wise and learned among you, let them show it by good living—with humility, 

and with wisdom in their actions. But if you have the bitterness of jealousy or self-seeking 

ambition in your hearts, be careful or you’ll find yourself becoming arrogant and covering up 

the truth with lies. This kind of “wisdom” doesn’t come from above. It’s earthbound, animal-

like, and demonic. Where there is jealousy and ambition, there is also disharmony and 

wickedness of every kind. The wisdom from above, however, has purity as its essence. It 

works for peace; it’s kind and considerate. It’s full of compassion and shows itself by doing 

good. Nor is there any trace of partiality or hypocrisy in it.  Peacemakers, when they work for 

peace, sow the seeds which will bear fruit in holiness.  
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Where do these conflicts and battles among you first start? Isn’t it that they come from the 

desires that battle within you? You want something but don’t get it, so you’re prepared to kill 

to get it. You have ambitions that you can’t satisfy, so you fight to get your way by force. The 

reason you don’t have what you want is that you don’t ask for it in prayer. And when you do 

ask and don’t get it, it’s because you haven’t prayed properly. You have prayed in order to 

indulge your own pleasures. Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and it will flee 

from you. Draw near to God, and God will draw near to you. 

 

“Word of God, Word of Life.”  Thanks be to God. 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation 

 

 God has called us through the proclamation of | the good news,* that we may obtain the glory 
of our Lord | Jesus Christ.  
 
 
Gospel— Mark 9:30-37 

 

The Gospel according to… Glory to you, O Lord.  

Jesus and the disciples left that district and began a journey through Galilee, but Jesus did not 

want anyone to know about it. He was teaching the disciples along these lines: “The Promised 

One is going to be delivered into the hands of others and will be put to death, but three days 

later this One will rise again.” Though they failed to understand these words, they were afraid 

to question him.  
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They returned home to Capernaum. Once they were inside the house, Jesus began to ask 

them, “What were you discussing on the way home?” At this they fell silent, for on the way 

they had been arguing about who among them was the most important. So Jesus sat down and 

called the Twelve over and said, “If any of you wants to be first, you must be the last one of 

all and at the service of all.” Then Jesus brought a little child into their midst and, putting his 

arm around the child, said to them, “Whoever welcomes a child such as this for my sake 

welcomes me. And whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the One who sent me.” 

 

This is the Good news. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

 

 

Sermon– MC Miller 

 

Hymn of the Day—  ELW 712: Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service  

 

 

 
 

1 Lord, whose love in humble service 

 bore the weight of human need, 

 who upon the cross, forsaken, 

 worked your mercy's perfect deed: 

 we, your servants, bring the worship 

 not of voice alone, but heart; 

 consecrating to your purpose 

 ev'ry gift which you impart. 

 

2 Still your children wander homeless; 

 still the hungry cry for bread; 

 still the captives long for freedom; 

 still in grief we mourn our dead. 

 As you, Lord, in deep compassion 

 healed the sick and freed the soul, 

 by your Spirit send your power 

 to our world to make it whole. 

 

3 As we worship, grant us vision, 

 till your love's revealing light 

 in its height and depth and greatness 

 dawns upon our quickened sight, 

 making known the needs and burdens 

 your compassion bids us bear, 

 stirring us to ardent service, 

 your abundant life to share. 

 

4 Called by worship to your service, 

 forth in your dear name we go, 

 to the child, the youth, the aged,  

 love in living deeds to show; 

 hope and health, good will and comfort, 

 counsel, aid and peace we give, 

 that your servants, Lord, in freedom 

 may your mercy know and live. 
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 Prayers of Intercession  

Drawn together in the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray with confidence for the church, God’s 
good creation, and all who are in need. 

Loving God, you welcome all at your table of grace. Instill in your church a spirit of humility 
and curiosity, that we embrace all who seek you. We pray especially for ministries of 
hospitality and faith formation. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Creating God, you shape the world so there is more than enough for all. Curb our habits of 
overuse, and guide us toward more sustainable sources of energy, food, and water. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Gracious God, your peace brings justice and solidarity. Encourage peace among peoples, 
tribes, and nations; heal divisions in our country and local communities, that together we 
might cooperate for the good of all. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Faithful God, you draw near to you all who are in need. Bring healing and wholeness to all 

who suffer especially Karen, Julie, Sandy, Fred, George G., Maryann H., Evie D., Lysle and 

Ken, and Diane. Transform economic, political, and social systems that oppress vulnerable 

people, especially systems of structural racism and generational poverty. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 
Transforming God, you accompany all through changes and transitions. Help us to see where 
you are calling this community to new ways of living the gospel promise; assure us that even 
as change brings loss, it also brings hope and life. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
What else do the people of God pray for? 

 

Merciful God, you embrace us on our final pilgrimage from this life. Accompany all who have 
died, console those who mourn, and at the last, show us the way to eternal life in you. Hear us, 
O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We entrust these and all our prayers to you, holy God, in the name of your beloved child, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

Passing of the Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.  
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 Meal 

The white juice in the center rim is non-alcoholic, the red on the outside is wine. 

Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

 

 

Offering 

For nearly two thousand years, churches across the globe have collected a weekly offering for God’s work in 

the world. In addition to paying our staff and utilities, these monies also go toward feeding the hungry, 

sheltering the homeless, caring for the ill, and natural disaster work, in partnership with Lutherans around the 

world.   

 

Offertory Music— Choir Anthem: Didn't My Lord Deliver Daniel  

 

Didn't my Lord deliver Daniel? 
Then why not every man? 
 
He delivered Daniel from the lion's den, 
Jonah from the belly of the whale, 
And the Hebrew children from the fiery furnace, 
then why not every man? 
 

I set my foot on the Gospel ship, 

And the ship began to sail, 

It landed me over on Canaan's shore, 

And I'll never come back no more!  

 

 

Offertory Prayer 

 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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 Sanctus 

 

Eucharistic Prayer and Words of Institution  

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  your kingdom come,  your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and  deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen.  
 

Invitation to Communion 

Jesus welcomes you to this table, Come, here is your God. 
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Agnus Dei 
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 Communion Hymn—  UMH 623: Here, O My Lord, I See Thee Face to Face  

 

 

Prayer after Communion 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1myHm1BoLZlQh17mc4tkLp-N4ZoO87U9G/view?usp=drive_link
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Sending 

Announcements 

 

Blessing 

God all mighty, God most merciful ☩ bless you, keep you, and give you peace. Amen. 

 

Sending Hymn—  For Everyone Born, A Place at the Table  
 

 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Follow Jesus. Thanks be to God.  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HVPYPcaABCxqhIY9zNe7BzY6xGKFqbTj/view?usp=drive_link
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Announcements 

 

Handbell  Rehearsals—Thursdays 7pm 

 

Happening This Week at CLC 

Sunday 

10:00AM CLC Worship 

12:00PM Good Table Worship 

Monday 

9:00-3:00 Senior Center  

6:00-9:00 PM Irma's De Chico 

Tuesday 

7:00 PM Lady AA Meeting 

Thursday 

7:00 PM– Handbell Rehearsal 

Saturday 

6:00 PM Millenium AA Meeting  Participating in Worship Today 

The Ministers: The Congregation  

Presiding/Preaching:  MC Miller  

Minister of Music: Daniel Alley  

Guitarists: George Fosselius & Randy Mayer  

Lector:  Kim 

Coffee Hour:  Cordell 

Usher:  

Communion Set-up/Clean-up:  

Worship Assistant:  

Flowers:   

 

Julie D.  

Mike and Liz S.  

Chad B. 

TJ Baar 

The Vale 

Community 

Robin & Wendy 

Sandy Z. 

Carolina S. 

Orlando G. 

 Karen H. 

 Laurie P. 

Fred 

Molly B. 

Mark M. 

George G. 

Philip Y. 

Maryann H. 

Heidi 

Jan 

Roz 

Pat 

Duwayne 

Joan 

Pastor Doris Ng 

Evie D.  

Dee  

Anna 

Brook 

Jerome S. 

Barbara LM 

Robin 

Will K. 

George & Cindy 

F. 

Ken R.& Lysle P. 

Thelma & Mike 

G. 

Diane L. 

Worship from Home! 

Join us and invite friends and neighbors to our Sunday worship service! 

Facebook Livestream: Every Sunday morning there will be a video livestream of worship 

available on our church Facebook. 

Online Bulletins: Bulletins for  each worship service are available online every week. To 

download a copy, go to the church website and visit our Bulletins page. 

Don’t Forget Your Offering 

Thank you for your continued financial support of Christ Lutheran. It is very much appreciated. 

Options for giving include bringing offerings in person, mailing checks, or giving electronically with 

Tithely. For the latter, simply click the “Giving” tab on the church website. If you have any 

questions, please feel free to contact Amy Tieku at 510-290-2125 

Pastor Ron’s Off Weeks: 

September 16th-29th 

October 21st-27th 

Please Remember to Pray For 

https://www.facebook.com/clcec.org/
https://christlutheranelcerrito.org/bulletins/

