Sunday - February 22, 2026

CHRIST First Sunday in Lent

OUR MISSION: God calls us to live and share the amazing love
and grace of Jesus Christ with all people.

Welcome to Christ Lutheran Church. Christ Lutheran Church is a Reconciling
in Christ congregation that welcomes all. May God bless us in Word and
Sacrament, music and community in our worship today. The service is
complete in this bulletin. The spoken responses are bolded text.

LUTHERAN We acknowledge that our building of worship is built upon the territory of
CHURCH xucyun (Huichin), the unceded land stewarded by the Ohlone people who
speak to their Creator and loved ones in the language of Chochenyo.

INTRODUCTION

Today's gospel tells of Jesus’ temptation in the desert. His forty-day fast becomes the
basis of our Lenten pilgrimage. In the early church Lent was a time of intense
preparation for those to be baptized at the Easter Vigil. This catechetical focus on the
meaning of faith is at the heart of our Lenten journey to the baptismal waters of Easter.
Hungry for God’s mercy, we receive the bread of life to nourish us for the days ahead.

GATHERING

PRELUDE AND WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures
forever. Amen.
Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all offenses.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For failing to recognize your coming reign,

and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.



For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition,

and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God, have mercy on us
according to your steadfast love.

For disregarding voices from the margin,

and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent,

and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

God'’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound.
Through faith, the free gift of God,

you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ.
In the name of * Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead
dwells in you,

pours God’s love into your hearts,

and gives you life and peace.

Amen.

GREAT LITANY
Please turn to No. 238 in the red hymnal

PRAYER OF THE DAY
The grace of Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.

FIRST READING: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7

15 The Lorp God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it.
16 And the Lorp God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the
garden, 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the
day that you eat of it you shall die.”

3:1Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lorp God
had made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the
garden’?” 2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the
garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of
the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.” " 4 But the serpent said to the
woman, “You will not die, 5 for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6 So when the woman saw
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that the tree was good for food and that it was a delight to the eyes and that the tree
was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave
some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were
opened, and they knew that they were naked, and they sewed fig leaves together and
made loincloths for themselves.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 32
Refrain
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and you fill me withthe joy of sal-va - tion.

'Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered.
’Happy are those to whom the LORD imputes no iniquity,
and in whose spirit there is no deceit.
3While I kept silence, my body wasted away
through my groaning all day long.
*For day and night your hand was heavy upon me;
my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. Refrain

*Then I acknowledged my sin to you,
and I did not hide my iniquity;
I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,"
and you forgave the guilt of my sin.
Selah
®Therefore let all who are faithful
offer prayer to you;
at a time of distress, the rush of mighty waters
shall not reach them.
’You are a hiding place for me;
you preserve me from trouble;
you surround me with glad cries of deliverance. R
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8T will instruct you and teach you the way you should go;

I will counsel you with my eye upon you.

°Do not be like a horse or a mule, without understanding,
whose temper must be curbed with bit and bridle,

else it will not stay near you.

®Many are the torments of the wicked,

but steadfast love surrounds those who trust in the LORD.
"Be glad in the LORD and rejoice, O righteous,

and shout for joy, all you upright in heart. R

SECOND READING: Romans 5:12-19
Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin,

and so death spread to all because all have sinned 1= for sin was indeed in the
world before the law, but sin is not reckoned when there is no law. 14 Yet death
reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those who did not sin in the likeness of
Adam, who is a pattern of the one who was to come.

But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one
man’s trespass, much more surely have the grace of God and the gift in the grace
of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many. 16 And the gift is not like the
effect of the one man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought
condemnation, but the gift following many trespasses brings justification. 1/ If,

because of the one man’s trespass, death reigned through that one, much more
surely will those who receive the abundance of grace and the gift of righteousness
reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ.

Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one
man’s act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all. 1 For just as
through the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so through the
one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

% RESPONSE: Ist time: Cantor/Choir;
Al repeat; thereafter: All
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If today you hear his voice harden not your hearts

GOSPEL: Matthew 4:1-11

The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O God.
1Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tested by the devil. 2 He

fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterward he was famished. 3 The tempter
came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to
become loaves of bread.” 4 But he answered, “It is written,

‘One does not live by bread alone,

but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.” ”

5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the
temple, 6 saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is
written,

‘He will command his angels concerning you,’
and ‘On their hands they will bear you up,
so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ”
7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.””

& Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the
kingdoms of the world and their glory, 9 and he said to him, “All these I will give
you, if you will fall down and worship me.” 10 Then Jesus said to him, “Away with
you, Satan! for it is written,

‘Worship the Lord your God,
and serve only him."”
11Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him.
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

SERMON- Pr Dee



HYMN OF THE DAY- O Jesus, I Have Promised

1- O Jesus, I have promised
to serve Thee to the end,;

be Thou forever near me,

my Master and my Friend,;

I shall not fear the battle

if Thou art by my side,

nor wander from the pathway
if Thou wilt be my Guide.

2 - O let me feel Thee near me,
the world is ever near;

I see the sights that dazzle,
the tempting sounds I hear;
my foes are ever near me,
around me and within;

but, Jesus, draw Thou nearer,
and shield my soul from sin.

APOSTLE'S CREED

3 - O let me hear Thee speaking
in accents clear and still,

above the storms of passion,
the murmurs of self-will;

O speak to reassure me,

to hasten or control!

O speak, and make me listen,
Thou Guardian of my soul!

4 - O Jesus, Thou hast promised
to all who follow Thee

that where Thou art in glory
there shall Thy servant be;

and, Jesus, I have promised

to serve Thee to the end,;

O give me grace to follow,

my Master and my Friend!

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in
Jesus Christ, God'’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God'’s presence, let us pray for the world
and its needs.

A brief silence.

God of all grace, grant faith to your church. Give to all the baptized the will to resist
temptation and to worship and serve you alone. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of all creation, tend this earth. When human greed and disobedience threaten this
planet and the life it contains, lead us by your Spirit into ways of reverence, awe, and
gentleness. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of all nations, preserve us from trouble. Surround all living in places of violence
with your steadfast love and give resilience to all who work for peace. Grant courage to
those who challenge, especially around issues of racism and systemic oppression. Hear
us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of all healing, mend our wounds. Bring wholeness to all who are sick, give peace to
all who groan in grief, and send companions to all who are lonely or isolated. Especially
we pray for Karen, Julie, Fred, George G., Maryann H., Evie D., Diane, Carla, Laurie &
John P., the family and friends of Jacque Emmert, Mike and the family and friends of Liz
Smith. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of all people, provide for our community. For any among us who hunger for bread,
bring nourishment. For any among us who hunger for truth, speak your life-giving word.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

What else do the people of God pray for?

God of all life, bring us to you. We thank you for your free and abounding grace, and for
those who, by that same grace, now rest eternally in you. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERTORY- Handbell Ensemble: O Sacred Head, Now Wounded

OFFERING PRAYER



GREAT THANKSGIVING
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks.

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.
From the dust of the earth you formed us into your image and breathed into us the
breath of life. When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast.
When rain fell upon the earth for forty days and forty nights, you bore up the ark on the
waters, saved Noah and his family, and made covenant with every living creature on
earth. When you led your people to Mount Sinai for forty days and forty nights, you gave
us your commandments and made us your covenant people. When your people forsook
your covenant, your prophet Elijah fasted for forty days and forty nights; and on your holy
mountain, he heard your still small voice.

You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,
that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace.And so,
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.

You may be seated.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

AGNUS DEI
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COMMUNION HYMN- LSB 561

: The Tree of Life
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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BENEDICTION

SENDING HYMN-God of Mercy and Compassion
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All my sins I now de - test them; Ne-ver will I sin a - gain.
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Believe the good news.
Thanks be to God.

Please feel free to stay and observe a moment of silence before you leave the
sanctuary. This is also a good time to light a candle at our prayer corner in the back of
the sanctuary. For those who wish to visit, please make your way to Fellowship Hall so
as not to disturb others.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Lenten Soup Supper this Wednesday Feb 25th at Shepherd of the Hills. March 11th at

CLC- Volunteers Needed

Thursday Feb 26th- GRIP Sandwich Making

Participating in Worship Today

Minister of Music: Daniel Alley

Mayer

Cantor: Z Hansen

Lector:

Communion Set-up/Clean-up:
Worship Assistant:

Flowers:

Coffee Hour:

Presiding/Preaching: Pr. Dee Emmert

Guitarists: George Fosselius & Randy

Happening This Week at CLC
Today

9 AM Choir Rehearsal
10 AM CLC Worship
Monday
9 AM- 3:00 PM Senior Center
7 PM- 8:30 PM The Scouts
Tuesday
7 PM Lady AA Meeting
Wednesday
7 PM Soup Supper at SotH
Thursday
6 PM GRIP Sandwich Making
7 PM Handbell Rehearsal
Saturday
6 PM Millennium AA Meeting
Next Sunday
9 AM Choir Rehearsal
10 AM CLC Worship

PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR:

Julie D. Karen H.

Diane L. Laurie P.

Lysle P. Fred W.

Mike S. Chad B.

The Vale Community TJ B.

Robin & Wendy Carla L.

George F. Girija and Mami
Carolina S.

Vince

Thelma & Mike G.

Mark

Chris

Phil C.

Family and friends of Jacque E.
Mike and the family and friends
of Liz S.

DON'T FORGET YOUR OFFERING

Thank you for your continued financial support of Christ Lutheran. It is very much appreciated.
Options for giving include bringing offerings in person, mailing checks, or giving electronically with
Tithely. For the latter, simply click the “Giving” tab on the church website. If you have any questions,
please feel free to contact Amy Tieku at 510-290-2125

WORSHIP FROM HOME Livestream: Facebook.com/clec.org. Bulletins can be found at

christlutheranelcerrito.org/bulletins
Hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709536
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