Sunday - April 26, 2026

CHRIST Fourth Sunday of Easter

OUR MISSION: God calls us to live and share the amazing love
and grace of Jesus Christ with all people.

Welcome to Christ Lutheran Church. Christ Lutheran Church is a Reconciling
in Christ congregation that welcomes all. May God bless us in Word and
Sacrament, music and community in our worship today. The service is
complete in this bulletin. The spoken responses are bolded text.

LUTHERAN We acknowledge that our building of worship is built upon the territory of
CHURCH xucyun (Huichin), the unceded land stewarded by the Ohlone people who
speak to their Creator and loved ones in the language of Chochenyo.

INTRODUCTION
Today is sometimes called “Good Shepherd Sunday.” Jesus is called the “gate” of the

sheep in today’s gospel. The risen Christ opens the way to abundant life. He anoints our
heads with oil and guides us beside the still waters of our baptism. Each Sunday he
spreads a feast before us amid the world’s violence and war. We go forth to be signs of
the resurrection and extend God’s tender care to all creation.

PRELUDE

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! Amen.
Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us beside
still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring
waves. We thank you for the waters that nourish us (local waters may be named).
Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful withess who accompanies us on our journeys. We give
you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy
and sorrow. Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers that
divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of
the water of life.



Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new
creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN ELW 789 - Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us

1 Savior, like a shepherd lead us; 3 You have promised to receive us,
much we need your tender care. poor and sinful though we be;
In your pleasant pastures feed us, you have mercy to relieve us,
for our use your fold prepare. grace to cleanse, and pow'r to free.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
you have bought us; we are yours. early let us turn to you.

2 We are yours; in love befriend us, 4 Early let us seek your favor,
be the guardian of our way; early let us do your will;
keep your flock, from sin defend us, blessed Lord and only Savior,
seek us when we go astray. with your love our spirits fill.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
hear us children when we pray. you have loved us, love us still

CANTICLE OF PRAISE - This is the Feast (on insert)

FIRST READING: Acts 2:42-47

“> The baptized devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and the prayers.

“* Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were being done
through the apostles. “* All who believed were together and had all things in common;
“>they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any
had need. “° Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke
bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, *’ praising God and
having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number
those who were being saved.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.



PSALM 23 “Lay Me Down in Green Pastures” - sung by Elsa-Jennie Bliss

Lay me down in green
pastures

By the waters still and calm
Lord I need you as my
Shepherd,

But you’ll be my King as well
Lay me down in green
pastures

By the waters still and calm.

When I walk in dark valleys
And the shadows ‘round me
creep

Lord, your staff will guide me
And by my side you’ll keep.

Lay me down in green
pastures

So very close to you

You prepare a large table

With my enemies all around
But you bless my head with oil
And my cup it overflows

Lay me down in green
pastures
Never ever let me go

Lay me down in your
goodness

Lay me down in your light

Lay me down in your presence
Every day and every night

SECOND READING 1 Peter 2:19-25

It is a commendable thing if, being aware of God, a person endures pain while
suffering unjustly. %° If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is
that? But if you endure when you do good and suffer for it, this is a commendable thing
before God. ?' For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you,
leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps.

224He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.”

ZWhen he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten,
but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. ?* He himself bore our sins in his
body on the cross, so that, having died to sins, we might live for righteousness; by his
wounds you have been healed. ?° For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have
returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL John 10:1-10

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O God.

[Jesus said:] ' “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the
gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. > The one who enters by the
gate is the shepherd of the sheep. ® The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the
sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. * When he
has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because
they know his voice. ° They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because
they do not know the voice of strangers.” ® Jesus used this figure of speech with them,
but they did not understand what he was saying to them.

’So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 2 All
who came before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not listen to them. ° I
am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved and will come in and go out and find
pasture. '® The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have
life and have it abundantly.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
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SERMON Pr. Dee Emmert

HYMN OF THE DAY “Christ our Shepherd”
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NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of
all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not
made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and
for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son,* who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Shepherding God, draw all people to yourself and lead them in paths of righteousness.
Embolden your church to enter the valleys of the world and guide us beside the still
waters of your grace. We pray for military and prison chaplains serving near and far.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Great Physician, walk with those who are grieving, and anoint those who are ill or
injured especially for Karen, Julie, Fred, George G., Maryann H., Evie D., Diane, Carla,
Laurie & John P., Helen C., and Scott F. Restore them to health of body, mind, and spirit.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Good Shepherd, continually seek us out as lambs of your flock, and form us into a
community where all are honored and cared for. Spread a feast before us and fill our
cups to overflowing. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

What else do the people of God pray for?

Living God, we praise you for the saints who have died in faith and now dwell in your
love. At our end, bring us, with them, to our heavenly home. Merciful God, receive our
prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new
life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.
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OFFERTORY “Have no Fear Little Flock”, sung by Randy Mayer

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be

done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

AGNUS DEI
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COMMUNION HYMN WOV 679: Our Paschal Lamb, that sets us free
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SENDING HYMN LSB 740 - I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb
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DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Bible study April 26 at 11:30am

El Cerrito Garage Sale May 16

Participating in Worship
Presiding/Preaching: Pr. Dee
Emmert

Minister of Music: Daniel Alley
Guitarists: George Fosselius &

Randy Mayer
Lector:

Worship Assistant:
Flowers:
Coffee Hour:

Communion Set-up/Clean-up:

Happening This Week at CLC

Today
9 AM Choir Rehearsal
10 AM CLC Worship
Monday
9 AM- 3:00 PM Senior Center
7 PM- 8:30 PM The Scouts
Tuesday
7 PM Lady AA Meeting
Thursday
7 PM Handbell Rehearsal
Saturday
6 PM Millennium AA Meeting
Next Sunday
9 AM Choir Rehearsal
10 AM CLC Worship

PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR:

Julie D.

Diane L.

Lysle P.

Mike S.

The Vale Community
Robin & Wendy
George F.

Louise O., Lucas, and
El Cerrito High School

Laurie P.
Carolina S.
Karen H.
Fred W.
Chad B.
TJ B.

Carla L.
Helen C.

Mark

Girija and Mami
Jimmy D.

Vince

Thelma & Mike G.
Chris

Phil C.

Scott F.

DON'T FORGET YOUR OFFERING
Thank you for your continued financial support of Christ Lutheran. It is very much

appreciated. Options for giving include bringing offerings in person, mailing checks, or
giving electronically with Tithely. For the latter, simply click the “Giving” tab on the church
website. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Amy Tieku at 510-290-2125

WORSHIP FROM HOME Livestream: Facebook.com/clec.org. Bulletins can be found at
christlutheranelcerrito.org/bulletins Hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709536
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