Sunday - May 10, 2026

CHRIST Sixth Sunday of Easter

OUR MISSION: God calls us to live and share the amazing love
and grace of Jesus Christ with all people.

Welcome to Christ Lutheran Church. Christ Lutheran Church is a Reconciling
in Christ congregation that welcomes all. May God bless us in Word and
Sacrament, music and community in our worship today. The service is
complete in this bulletin. The spoken responses are bolded text.

LUTHERAN We acknowledge that our building of worship is built upon the territory of
CHURCH xucyun (Huichin), the unceded land stewarded by the Ohlone people who
speak to their Creator and loved ones in the language of Chochenyo.

INTRODUCTION
Jesus does not abandon his followers. Through the Holy Spirit, Jesus comes to abide

with his disciples of every generation. As Pentecost draws near, we are reminded that

the risen Christ dwells in us as the Spirit of truth. We receive this Spirit in baptism and
pray that in our gathering around the Lord’s table the Spirit will transform us to be the
body of the risen Christ in the world.

PRELUDE

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister

begins.

Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! Amen.
Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us beside
still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring
waves. We thank you for the waters that nourish us (local waters may be named).
Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful withess who accompanies us on our journeys. We give
you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy
and sorrow. Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers that
divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of
the water of life.



Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new
creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN ACS 937: Earth, Earth, Awake!
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1 Earth, earth, a - wake! Your prais-es sing! Al-le-Iu - ial
2 Al na - ture sings of hope re - born! Al-le-1lu - ial
3 Win - ter is past; the night is gone! Al-le-lu - ia!
4 Praise we the Fa - ther, Spir-it, Son! Al-le-lu - ia!
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Greet with the dawn your ris - en King! Al-le-lu - ial
Christ lives to com - fort those who mourn! Al-le-lu - ia!
Christ’s light, tri - um - phant, brings the dawn! Al-le-lu - ial
Praise we the vic - t'ry God has won! Al-le-lu - ia!
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Bright suns and stars, your hom - age pay! Al-le-lu - ia!
First fruit of all the dead who sleep! Al-le-lu - ia!
Cre - a - tion spreads its spring-time bloom! Al-le-Ilu - ia!
Praise we the Lamb who reigns a - bove! Al-le-lu - ia!
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Life reigns a - gain this [Eas - ter day! Al-le - lu - ial
Prom - ise of joy for all who weep! Al-le - lu - ial
Life bursts like flame from death’s cold tomb! Al-le - lu - 1a!
Praise we the King whose rule 1is love! Al-le - lu - ial



CANTICLE OF PRAISE -
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FIRST READING: Acts 17:22-31

% Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely
spiritual you are in every way. * For as I went through the city and looked carefully at
the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an
unknown god.” What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. ** The
God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does
not live in shrines made by human hands, % nor is he served by human hands, as though
he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things.
2 From one ancestor he made all peoples to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the
times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, ¥ so
that they would search for God and perhaps fumble about for him and find him—though
indeed he is not far from each one of us. ? For ‘In him we live and move and have our
being’; as even some of your own poets have said,



‘For we, too, are his offspring.’

%7 “Since we are God'’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold or silver
or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. *°* While God has
overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to

repent, *' because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in

righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to

all by raising him from the dead.”

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 66

Praise him, who has stood beside us
and not let our footsteps slide!

In the fires of life you tried us

till, like silver, purified:

you sent fierce affliction to us,
conquerors trampled on our head,

yet through flame and flood you drew us
and to peace and freedom led.

What thank-offering shall I render,
my most solemn vows to pay,
made to you, my strong defender,
when I faced the evil day?

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 3:13-22

Here I offer on your altar

all I am and have to do;

may my purpose never falter,
all my life be spent for you.

Come and listen, all who fear him,
hear what God has done for me:

with my praises I drew near him,

and poured out my urgent plea;

had I cherished sin within me,

God would not have heard my prayer;
praise him for the answer given me:
in his gracious love and care.

3 Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? ™ But even if you do suffer
for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be
intimidated, ™ but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your
defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you,
®yet do it with gentleness and respect. Maintain a good conscience so that, when you
are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to
shame. " For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than
to suffer for doing evil. "® For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for
the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh but made
alive in the spirit, ' in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in
prison, 2® who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of
Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight lives, were saved
through water. ' And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of
dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the



resurrection of Jesus Christ, > who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of
God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Let's lift our hands be - fore the King!
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Come let us bow be-fore Him. Now let us praise;
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Let's give all glo - ry to His name!
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Halle-lu - jahtotheKing of glo - ry! Halle-lu - jahtotheLord of  Lords!
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Hal-le-lu - jahtothe God of Is - ra-el, forhe reigns for-ev-ermore!

GOSPEL: John 14:15-21
The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O God.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] ™ “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. '° And

I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever.
7 This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive because it neither sees him
nor knows him. You know him because he abides with you, and he will be in you.

'® «1 will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. ' In a little while the world will
no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 2° On that day
you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. ?' They who have my
commandments and keep them are those who love me, and those who love me will be
loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON MC Miller

HYMN OF THE DAY- Be Not Afraid
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bless-ed, bless-ed are you!

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of
all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not
made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and
for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son,* who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let
us pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

God of new life, you call us through the waters of baptism to be in relationship with you
and one another. Guide the church and its leaders to proclaim Christ’s righteousness
throughout the world. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

You create the world and all that is in it. Shelter budding plants and young animals,
provide unpolluted habitats and clean water, and raise up stewards for the environment.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

You set civil servants in the places where we live. Instill truth and equity among judges
and lawyers, gentleness and courage among first responders, and peace among leaders
of towns and nations. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
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You provide comfort in times of trouble. Heal those who are sick, shelter any who are
unhoused, feed those undernourished, and accompany and console all who are lonely,
bereaved, anxious, or ill especially for Karen, Julie, Fred, George G., Maryann H., Evie D.,
Diane, Carla, Laurie & John P., Helen C., and Scott F. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

You are love and you desire that we love one another. As a mother hen cares for her
chicks, bless all who provide motherly care in our lives, and inspire us to care for one
another. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

What else do the people of God pray for?

God of new life, your steadfast love endures forever. Inspire us by the example of the
faithful departed, who clung to your promises of life, forgiveness of sins, and salvation.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new
life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.

OFFERTORY- Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice
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6 Christ Jesus said “Stay close to me, 7 “Now to my Father I depart,
I am your rock and castle. from earth to heav’n ascending,
Your ransom [ myself will be; and, gracious wisdom to impart,
for you I strive and wrestle. the Holy Spirit sending,
The foe will shed my precious blood; who will in trouble comfort you,
all this I suffer for your good,; will teach you well, your faith renew,
my life o’er death will triumph. and in all truth will guide you.
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8 “What I on earth have done and taught
guide all your life and teaching;
so shall the glorious reign of God
mcrease, the whole world reaching.
Let none the gospel gift impede;
I make you free; be free indeed!
This final word I leave you.”

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD AND BLESSING

Presider: Gracious Lord, you are not far from each one of us, for in you we live and
move and have our being. In the Word we have heard, you make known your gracious
acts through Jesus Christ. In thanksgiving, we offer ourselves to you as witnesses to his
resurrection, as we proclaim:

ALL: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again

Presider: You have not left us orphaned, but have given us another Advocate to be with
us forever.
All: Come, Holy Spirit.

Presider: Send us quickly to tell the good news: that death does not have the last word,
that we have been raised to new life with Christ, who goes ahead of us. Make us
witnesses to what we have seen and heard, serving with compassion, forgiving as we
have been forgiven, and loving as you have first loved us.

AlL: Send us, Lord.

Presider: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

AlL: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now
and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO RECEIVE A BLESSING

You're Looking After Me Words and Music by Randy Mayer

You're looking after me, Lord, looking after me
Someone’s answering all my prayers, who else could [t be?
It won't be long 'till I belong in your sweet company
You're looking after me Lord, looking after me
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You've given me this day Lord, given me this day

In all it's shining glory, you're showing me the way

I want to jump and dance and sing, "cause everything's OK
You've given me this day Lord, given me this day

I know that you're looking after me
I hope that's the way it'll always be

You've given me this song Lord, given me this song

I'm going to sing it loud and clear, so all can sing along
Who knows, we might be singing all the way 'till dawn
You've given me this song Lord, given me this song.

I know that you're looking after me
I hope that's the way it'll always be

You give me everything Lord, everything I need

When I have to do without, there're lessons that you bring
It's kind of all a mystery, but there's no wondering

You're looking after me Lord, looking after me

You're looking after me Lord, looking after me

SENDING HYMN ELW 796: How Firm a Foundation
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
El Cerrito Garage Sale May 16

Participating in Worship Happening This Week at CLC
Presiding/Preaching: MC Miller Today
Minister of Music: Daniel Alley 9 AM Choir Rehearsal
Guitarists: George Fosselius 10 AM CLC Worship
Lector: Kim M. Monday
Communion Set-up/Clean-up: 9 AM- 3:00 PM Senior Center
Worship Assistant: 7 PM- 8:30 PM The Scouts
Flowers: Tuesday
Coffee Hour: Laurie P. 7 PM Lady AA Meeting
Thursday
7 PM Handbell Rehearsal
Saturday
6 PM Millennium AA Meeting
Next Sunday
9 AM Choir Rehearsal
10 AM CLC Worship

PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR:

Julie D. Laurie P. Mark

Diane L. Carolina S. Jimmy D.

Lysle P. Karen H. Vince

Mike S. Fred W. Thelma & Mike G.
The Vale Community Chad B. Chris

Robin & Wendy TJ B. Phil C.

George F. Carla L. Scott F.

Louise O., Lucas, and Helen C.

El Cerrito High School

DON'T FORGET YOUR OFFERING

Thank you for your continued financial support of Christ Lutheran. It is very much
appreciated. Options for giving include bringing offerings in person, mailing checks, or
giving electronically with Tithely. For the latter, simply click the “Giving” tab on the church
website. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Amy Tieku at 510-290-2125

WORSHIP FROM HOME Livestream: Facebook.com/clec.org. Bulletins can be found at
christlutheranelcerrito.org/bulletins Hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709536
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