Sunday - July 12, 2026

7th Sunday after Pentecost
CHRIST

OUR MISSION: God calls us to live and share the amazing love
and grace of Jesus Christ with all people.

Welcome to Christ Lutheran Church. Christ Lutheran Church is a Reconciling
in Christ congregation that welcomes all. May God bless us in Word and
Sacrament, music and community in our worship today. The service is
complete in this bulletin. The spoken responses are bolded text.

LUTHERAN We acknowledge that our building of worship is built upon the territory of
CHURCH xucyun (Huichin), the unceded land stewarded by the Ohlone people who
speak to their Creator and loved ones in the language of Chochenyo.

INTRODUCTION
God'’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also

like the sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the
earth. Even from what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At
the Lord’s table we are fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world.

PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity,* one God, whose compassion endures forever. Amen. Let
us confess our sin to God.

Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we
cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and
your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray,
Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and 1
will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are
forgiven. Rest in God’s love. Amen.
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FIRST READING: Genesis 25:19-24

These are the descendants of Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham was the father of
Isaac, and Isaac was forty years old when he married Rebekah, daughter of Bethuel
the Aramean of Paddan-aram, sister of Laban the Aramean. = ' Isaac prayed to the Lorp
for his wife because she was barren, and the Lorp granted his prayer, and his wife
Rebekah conceived. =~ The children struggled together within her, and she said, “If it is
to be this way, why do I live?” So she went to inquire of the Lorp. -~ And the Lorp said
to her,

“Two nations are in your womb,

and two peoples born of you shall be divided;
the one shall be stronger than the other;
the elder shall serve the younger.”

When her time to give birth was at hand, there were twins in her womb. = The first
came out red, all his body like a hairy mantle, so they named him Esau. -~ Afterward his
brother came out, with his hand gripping Esau’s heel, so he was named Jacob. Isaac
was sixty years old when she bore them.

When the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob
was a quiet man, living in tents. == Isaac loved Esau because he was fond of game, but
Rebekah loved Jacob.

Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came in from the field, and he was
famished. Esau said to Jacob, “Let me eat some of that red stuff, for I am famished!”
(Therefore he was called Edom.) = Jacob said, “First sell me your birthright.” =~ Esau
said, “I am about to die; of what use is a birthright to me?” = Jacob said, “Swear to me
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first.” So he swore to him and sold his birthright to Jacob. - - Then Jacob gave Esau
bread and lentil stew, and he ate and drank and rose and went his way. Thus Esau
despised his birthright.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 119: 105-112
105 Your word is a lamp | to my feet
and a light up- | on my path.
106 I have sworn and | am determined
to keep your | righteous judgments.
1071 am | deeply troubled,;
preserve my life, O Lorp, according | to your word.
108 Accept, O Lorp, the willing tribute | of my lips,
and teach | me your judgments. R
109 My life is al- | ways in danger,
yet I do not for- | get your teaching.
110 The wicked have set a | trap for me,
but I have not strayed from | your commandments.
111 Your decrees are my inheri- | tance forever;
truly, they are the joy | of my heart.
1121 have applied my heart to ful- | fill your statutes
forever and | to the end. R

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11

Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. = For the
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death.

For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his
own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the
flesh, - so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not
according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. = For those who live according to the
flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the
Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. © To set the mind on the flesh is death,
but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. ' For this reason the mind that is set
on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, = and
those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in
you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. © But if
Christ is in you, then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of
righteousness. ' If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he
who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through
his Spirit that dwells in you.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God
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GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O God.

1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 Such great
crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole
crowd stood on the beach. 3 And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen!
A sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell on a path, and the birds
came and ate them up. 5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have
much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6 But when the
sun rose, they were scorched, and since they had no root, they withered away. 7 Other
seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8 Other seeds fell on
good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9 If you
have ears, hear!”

18 “Hear, then, the parable of the sower. 19 When anyone hears the word of the
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is
sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20 As for what was sown on rocky
ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, 21yet
such a person has no root but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution
arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 22 As for what was
sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of this age and
the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23 But as for what was sown on
good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit
and yields in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
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SERMON MC Miller

HYMN OF THE DAY: A Sower Came from Ancient Hills
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in God'’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

God our gardener, you scatter grace like seed across the world. Continue to cultivate
the garden of your church with your abundant Spirit. God of grace, receive our prayer.

God our joy, your bountiful creation reflects your commitment to life despite our actions
disregarding its wonder. We look toward Isaiah’s vision, when all creation rejoices, and
the trees will clap for joy at your salvation. God of grace, receive our prayer.

God our life, you give us the same Spirit by which you raised Christ from the dead. Set
our minds on that Spirit whenever fear or condemnation overwhelm throughout the
world. God of grace, receive our prayer.

God our host and table, we pray for children who hunger and rely on school meals, for
all who toil under the hot sun without refreshment, for the chronically ill who have
exhausted their resources, and for local concerns especially for Karen, Fred, George G.,
Maryann H., Evie D., Diane, Carla, Laurie & John P., Scott F., Kim M., Christine H.L., and
the family and friends of Julie D. God of grace, receive our prayer.

God our source, tend this assembly with your grace throughout this summer season.
May those who travel for work or recreation do so safely, and may visitors find
refreshment among us. God of grace, receive our prayer.

What else do the people of God pray for?

We give you thanks that the roots of your goodness run deep throughout history. We
remember those saints who have gone before us in faith especially Bishop Nathan
Soderblom, whom the church commemorates today. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares
upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. Amen.
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD AND BLESSING

Presider: Gracious Jesus, You are present with your people in every time and
place. You come to us with healing in your touch, cleansing waters and life-giving
Word. You restore us in body, mind, and spirit, and awaken in us hearts of
thankfulness and praise.

AlL: Be with us, Lord.

Presider: Always your Spirit gathers us and nourishes us with grace. You draw us
together as one body in your love. Make your home within our hearts and kindle faith
that bears good fruit.

All: Dwell within us, Lord.

Presider: Strengthen us to be your body in the world, serving with compassion,
forgiving as we have been forgiven, loving as have first loved us.
All: Send us, Lord.
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Presider: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

ALL: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now
and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO RECEIVE A BLESSING

SENDING HYMN- ELW 512: Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil
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DISMISSAL

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
July 19th- meet & greet with Pr. Kyle

Participating in Worship Happening This Week at CLC
Presiding/Preaching: MC Miller Today
Minister of Music: Daniel Alley 10 AM CLC Worship
Guitarists: George Fosselius & Monday
Randy Mayer 9 AM- 3:00 PM Senior Center
Lector: Dee A. 7 PM- 8:30 PM The Scouts
Communion Set-up/Clean-up: Tuesday
Worship Assistant: 7 PM Lady AA Meeting
Flowers: Saturday
Coffee Hour: 6 PM Millennium AA Meeting
Next Sunday
9AM Choir Rehearsal
10 AM CLC Worship
Meet & Greet After Worship

PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR:

Diane L. Laurie P. Chris

Lysle P. Carolina S. Phil C.

Mike S. Karen H. Scott F.

The Vale Community Fred W. Kim M.

Robin & Wendy Chad B. Christine H.L.

George F. TJ B. Julian Q.

Louise O., Lucas, and Carla L. The family and friends of
El Cerrito High School Mark Julie Dienstein

Jimmy D. Thelma & Mike G.

Vince

DON'T FORGET YOUR OFFERING

Thank you for your continued financial support of Christ Lutheran. It is very much appreciated.
Options for giving include bringing offerings in person, mailing checks, or giving electronically with
Tithely. For the latter, simply click the “Giving” tab on the church website. If you have any questions,
please feel free to contact Amy Tieku at 510-290-2125

WORSHIP FROM HOME Livestream: Facebook.com/clec.org. Bulletins can be found at
christlutheranelcerrito.org/bulletins Hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709536
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