Sunday - September 27, 2026

CHRIST 18th Sunday after Pentecost

OUR MISSION: God calls us to live and share the amazing love
and grace of Jesus Christ with all people.

Welcome to Christ Lutheran Church. Christ Lutheran Church is a Reconciling
in Christ congregation that welcomes all. May God bless us in Word and
Sacrament, music and community in our worship today. The service is
complete in this bulletin. The spoken responses are bolded text.

LUTHERAN We acknowledge that our building of worship is built upon the territory of
CHURCH xucyun (Huichin), the unceded land stewarded by the Ohlone people who
speak to their Creator and loved ones in the language of Chochenyo.

INTRODUCTION
Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals surprises in the reign

of God. In the reading from Exodus, the people are reminded that God has not
abandoned them, even when the journey becomes difficult. Paul urges us to look to
Christ as a model of humility, putting the interests of others above our own. Nourished
by the broken bread and shared cup, we offer our lives for the sake of our needy world.

PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we
cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and
your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray,
Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and 1
will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are
forgiven. Rest in God’s love. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN: I'm Gonna Sit at the Welcome Table

sung by cantor

1. I'm gonna sit at the welcome table

I'm gonna sit at the welcome table one of these days!

I'm gonna sit at the welcome table

Sit at the welcome table one of these days!

2. I'm gonna feast on milk and honey [etc.]

3. All God's children gonna sit together [etc.]

4. I'm gonna sit at the welcome table [etc.]
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FIRST READING: Exodus 17:1-7

"From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by
stages, as the Loro commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for
the people to drink. > The people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to
drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lorp?”
3 But the people thirsted there for water, and the people complained against Moses and
said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with
thirst?” * So Moses cried out to the Lorp, “What shall I do for this people? They are
almost ready to stone me.” ° The Lorp said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people and
take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you
struck the Nile and go. °I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb.
Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did
so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. ’ He called the place Massah and Meribah,
because the Israelites quarreled and tested the Lorp, saying, “Is the Lorp among us or
not?”

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSAIM 78
Give ear my people to my words come listen to my song,

And I will speak a parable, dark sayings from of old,
Things that our fathers told to us what we have known and heard
And to our children we’'ll reveal the wonders of the Lord.

To Israel he gave a law, a teaching to be taught

That generations yet unborn might put their hope in God

And not forget the works of God, but keep his holy way,

And not be like their forefathers whose hearts had gone astray.

See Ephraimites, armed with the bow, On battle day withdraw.
They did not keep God'’s covenant and walk within his law.
For they forgot the works he did, the wonders he had shown
In Egypt, in their father’s sight, upon the fields of Zoan.
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He split the sea and let them pass, the waters piled high.

By day he led them with a cloud, all through the night with fire.
He opened rocks in desert land and out came gushing streams.
When water like a river flowed they drank as from the deep.

SECOND READING: Philippians 2:1-13

'If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any partnership in
the Spirit, any tender affection and sympathy, >?make my joy complete: be of the same
mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. ® Do nothing from
selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in humility regard others as better than
yourselves. % Let each of you look not to your own interests but to the interests of others.
®Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
®who, though he existed in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be grasped,
" but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
assuming human likeness.
And being found in appearance as a human,
® he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.

° Therefore God exalted him even more highly
and gave him the name
that is above every other name,
%50 that at the name given to Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
"and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

2 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence
but much more now in my absence, work on your own salvation with fear and trembling,
Bfor it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good
pleasure.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Gad so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might have eternal life

GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23-32

The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O God.

“*When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came
to him as he was teaching and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and
who gave you this authority?” ** Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if

you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. *° Did
the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued
with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why, then, did you not
believe him?’ “° But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for all regard
John as a prophet.” ?/ So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them,
“Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.

% “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go
and work in the vineyard today.’ °’ He answered, ‘I will not,” but later he changed his
mind and went. *° The father went to the second and said the same, and he answered, ‘I
go, sir,’ but he did not go. *' Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The
first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are
going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. ** For John came to you in the way of
righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes
believed him, and even after you saw it you did not change your minds and believe

”

him.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON: Pr. Kyle Schiefelbein-Guerrero



HYMN OF THE DAY: ACS 954 - “You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd”
1 You, Lord, are both Lamb and Shepherd.

You, Lord, are both prince and slave.
You, peacemaker and sword-bringer
of the way you took and gave.

You, the everlasting instant;
you, whom we both scorn and crave.
2 Clothed in light upon the mountain,
stripped of might upon the cross,
shining in eternal glory,
beggared by a soldier's toss,
you, the everlasting instant;
you, who are both gift and cost.
3 You, who walk each day beside us,
sit in power at God's side.
You, who preach a way that's narrow,
have a love that reaches wide.
You, the everlasting instant;
you, who are our pilgrim guide.
4 Worthy is our earthly Jesus!
Worthy is our cosmic Christ!
Worthy your defeat and vict'ry;
worthy still your peace and strife.
You, the everlasting instant;
you, who are our death and life.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in
Jesus Christ, God'’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Reminded of God'’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that
God hears us.

A brief silence.

Center your church in humility as we strive to follow in your way. Help us listen to the
cries of those who have been unfairly hurt by the church and dare to name difficult
truths. Show all your love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

You call us to care for your creation. Lead us into your promise of a better world through
sustainable practices and respect for your handiwork. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.

Inspire all in positions of authority to act honorably. Remind them of their call to use
their authority for the sake of the common good. Give them the gift of humility. Hear
us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Comfort those who come before you in fear and trembling. Calm troubled hearts with
your forgiveness. Help all those in need especially pray for Karen, Fred, George G.,

Maryann H., Evie D., Diane, Carla, Laurie & John P., Scott F., and Pr. Sharon, and those
we name at this time. Grant us your salvation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Change this congregation’s heart when we say no to your call. Open us to courageous
learning and service in our community, especially in new or challenging places. Hear us,
O God. Your mercy is great.

I invite you, the people of God gathered here, to offer your prayers at this time, spoken
aloud, in silence, or typed in the livestream chat.

Your steadfast love holds all the saints who have finished their work and are at rest. As
we grieve, remind us of your mercy so we may also give thanks. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you
see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.



MUSIC AT THE OFFERING: The Servant King
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. Our Father in
heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the sins of the world, grant us peace.
COMMUNION HYMN:ELW 34 - "Now Behold the Lamb"
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SENDING HYMN: ELW 416: At the Name of Jesus
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DISMISSAL

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. Thanks be to God.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
October 4- Pet Blessings
October 17- Garage Sale

Bible Study every Sunday at 11:15 w/ Pastor Kyle (via zoom when he is away)

PARTICIPATING IN WORSHIP

PRESIDING/PREACHING

Kyle Schiefelbein-Guerrero
(510) 480-1476
kyle@christlutheranelcerrito.org

MINISTER OF MUSIC & LITURGY
Daniel Alley

GUITARS: George Fosselius
DRUMS: Dominic Moisant
LECTOR: Fred W.

WORSHIP ASSISTANT: Bertha R.

COFFEE HOUR:

This Week at CLC
Today
9 AM Choir Rehearsal
10 AM CLC Worship
11:15 Bible Study
1:30 PM Greater Love Worship
Monday
9 AM- 3:00 PM Senior Center
7 PM- 8:30 PM The Scouts
Tuesday
10 AM-3:00PM- WCCAE Respite Care
4:30-6:30 PM CCCT
7 PM Lady AA Meeting
Wednesday
4:30-6:30 PM CCCT
Thursday
4:30-6:30 PM CCCT
7 PM Handbell Rehearsal
Friday
4:30-6:30 PM CCCT
Saturday
6 PM Millennium AA Meeting
Next Sunday
QAM Choir Rehearsal
10 AM CLC Worship
11:15 Bible Study
1:30 PM Greater Love Worship

PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR:

Diane L. Laurie P.
Lysle P. Carolina S.
Mike S. Karen H.
The Vale Community Fred W.
Robin & Wendy Chad B.
George F. TJ B.
Jimmy D. Carla L.
Vince Mark

Chris

Phil C.

Scott F.

Christine H.L.
Thelma & Mike G.
John Z.

Pr. Sharon

DON'T FORGET YOUR OFFERING

Thank you for your continued financial support of Christ Lutheran. It is very much appreciated.
Options for giving include bringing offerings in person, mailing checks, or giving electronically with
Tithely. For the latter, simply click the “Giving” tab on the church website. If you have any questions,
please feel free to contact Amy Tieku at 510-290-2125

WORSHIP FROM HOME Livestream: Facebook.com/clec.org. Bulletins can be found at
christlutheranelcerrito.org/bulletins Hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709536
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