Sunday - October 18, 2026

CHRIST 21st Sunday after Pentecost

OUR MISSION: God calls us to live and share the amazing love
and grace of Jesus Christ with all people.

Welcome to Christ Lutheran Church. Christ Lutheran Church is a Reconciling
in Christ congregation that welcomes all. May God bless us in Word and
Sacrament, music and community in our worship today. The service is
complete in this bulletin. The spoken responses are bolded text.

LUTHERAN We acknowledge that our building of worship is built upon the territory of
CHURCH xucyun (Huichin), the unceded land stewarded by the Ohlone people who
speak to their Creator and loved ones in the language of Chochenyo.

INTRODUCTION
When the Pharisees try to trap Jesus, he tells them to give the emperor what belongs to

him and to God what belongs to God. To gather for worship reminds us that our
ultimate allegiance is to God rather than to any earthly authority. Created in the image
of God, we offer our entire selves in the service of God and for the sake of the world.

PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing
upon the earth. Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God, we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the
world and in our own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and
bitterness strain our relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back
to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as
your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through * Jesus Christ, in whom there
is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely
this healing gift of grace. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN: Open the Eyes of Our Hearts
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Lord Jesus, you raise the dead to life in the Spirit: Lord, have mercy.
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Lord,

havemer - cy.

Lord Jesus, you forgive us our sins: Christ, have mercy.
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Lord Jesus, you feed us with your body and blood: Lord, have mercy.
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FIRST READING: Exodus 33:12-23

2 Moses said to the Lorp, “See, you have said to me, ‘Bring up this people, but you have
not let me know whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, ‘I know you by name,
and you have also found favor in my sight.” ™ Now if I have found favor in your sight,
please show me your ways, so that I may know you and find favor in your sight.
Consider, too, that this nation is your people.” * He said, “My presence will go with you,
and I will give you rest.” ™ And he said to him, “If your presence will not go, do not bring
us up from here. ™ For how shall it be known that I have found favor in your sight, I and
your people, unless you go with us? In this way, we shall be distinct, I and your people,

4



from every people on the face of the earth.”

The Lorp said to Moses, “I will also do this thing that you have asked, for you have
found favor in my sight, and I know you by name.” ' Moses said, “Please show me your
glory.” ' And he said, “I will make all my goodness pass before you and will proclaim
before you the name, ‘The Lorp,” and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious and
will show mercy on whom I will show mercy. ?° But,” he said, “you cannot see my face,
for no one shall see me and live.” ' And the Lorp continued, “See, there is a place by me
where you shall stand on the rock, 2 and while my glory passes by I will put you in a
cleft of the rock, and I will cover you with my hand until I have passed by; ?*then I will
take away my hand, and you shall see my back, but my face shall not be seen.”

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
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SECOND READING:_1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
"Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,

To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:

Grace to you and peace.

?We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers,
constantly * remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love
and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. * For we know, brothers and sisters
beloved by God, that he has chosen you, ° because our message of the gospel came to
you not in word only but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just
as you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. ® And you
became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the
word with joy from the Holy Spirit, ’ so that you became an example to all the believers
in Macedonia and in Achaia. ® For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not
only in Macedonia and Achaia but in every place your faith in God has become known,
so that we have no need to speak about it. ° For they report about us what kind of
welcome we had among you and how you turned to God from idols to serve a living and
true God '® and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus,
who rescues us from the coming wrath.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God
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GOSPEL: Matthew 22:15-22

The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O God.

> The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap Jesus in what he said. '° So they sent their
disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are
sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no
one, for you do not regard people with partiality. " Tell us, then, what you think. Is it
lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” '“ But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are
you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? '“ Show me the coin used for the tax.” And
they brought him a denarius. “° Then he said to them, “Whose head is this and whose
title?” ' They answered, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to Caesar the
things that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s.” * When they heard this,

they were amazed, and they left him and went away.
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
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SERMON: Pr. Dee

HYMN OF THE DAY- GTG 759 O God We Bear the Imprint of Your Face
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in
Jesus Christ, God'’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the
world.

A brief silence.

Living and true God, you inspire us to share the message of the gospel. Give your spirit
of love to seminarians and those beginning their lives in called ministry. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.

We give you thanks for the majesty of our oceans. Protect the abundant life within them
and sustain all those who work to preserve them. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We seek your wisdom in all things. Direct all who hold positions of authority around the
world, that they act with compassion, seeking the good of all. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.

We pray for all people who work in dangerous or degrading environments. Grant them
safety and courage, and heal all those who are injured, sick, or suffering especially pray
for Karen, Fred, George G., Maryann H., Evie D., Diane, Carla, Laurie & John P., Scott F.,
and Pr. Sharon, and those we name at this time (pause). Hear us, O God, Your mercy is
great.

We ask your blessing on those who do the quiet, unseen work of the church. Encourage
them in their work of faith and labor of love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

I invite you, the people of God gathered here, to offer your prayers at this time, spoken
aloud, in silence, or typed in the livestream chat.

We thank you for our ancestors who have been called home to you. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those in
our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

8



OFFERTORY: ELW 684 - "Creating God, Your Fingers Trace"
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. Our Father in
heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
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COMMUNION HYMN- "Here, O Our Lord, We See You Face to Face”" - GTG 517
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SENDING HYMN: GTG 741- Guide My Feet

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. Thanks be to God.
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2.’'m your child while T run this race.
3. Hold my hand while I run this race.
4. Stand by me while I run this race.
5. Guide my feet while I run this race.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Bible Study every Sunday at 11:15 w/ Pastor Kyle (via zoom when he is away)

PARTICIPATING IN WORSHIP
Bridge Pastor

Kyle Schiefelbein-Guerrero
(510) 480-1476
kyle@christlutheranelcerrito.org

PRESIDING/PREACHING: Pr Dee Emmert

MINISTER OF MUSIC & LITURGY
Daniel Alley

GUITARS: George Fosselius
LECTOR: Dee A.
WORSHIP ASSISTANT:

COFFEE HOUR: Cordell

This Week at CLC
Today
9 AM Choir Rehearsal
10 AM CLC Worship
11:15 Bible Study
1:30 PM Greater Love Worship
Monday
9 AM- 3:00 PM Senior Center
7 PM- 8:30 PM The Scouts
Tuesday
10 AM-3:00PM- WCCAE Respite Care
4:30-6:30 PM CCCT
7 PM Lady AA Meeting
Wednesday
4:30-6:30 PM CCCT
Thursday
4:30-6:30 PM CCCT
7 PM Handbell Rehearsal
Friday
4:30-6:30 PM CCCT
Saturday
6 PM Millennium AA Meeting
Next Sunday
9AM Choir Rehearsal
18 AM CLC Worship
11:15 Bible Study
1:30 PM Greater Love Worship

PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR:

Diane L. Laurie P.
Lysle P. Carolina S.
Mike S. Karen H.
The Vale Community Fred W.
Robin & Wendy Chad B.
George F. TJ B.
Jimmy D. Carla L.
Vince Mark

Chris

Phil C.

Scott F.

Christine H.L.
Thelma & Mike G.
John Z.

Pr. Sharon

DON'T FORGET YOUR OFFERING

Thank you for your continued financial support of Christ Lutheran. It is very much appreciated.
Options for giving include bringing offerings in person, mailing checks, or giving electronically with
Tithely. For the latter, simply click the “Giving” tab on the church website. If you have any questions,
please feel free to contact Amy Tieku at 510-290-2125

WORSHIP FROM HOME Livestream: Facebook.com/clec.org. Bulletins can be found at
christlutheranelcerrito.org/bulletins Hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709536
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